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EDITOR'S NOTE: Because Amer-
ican newsmen are not allowed in 
Communist China, it is extremely 
difficult to get accumte infor-
mation about conditions and feel-
ings there. However, the best in-
formation we can assemble from 
other sources seems to indicate this 
is the present status of the R ed 
China communal system . 
• • . the family does not count anymore." " 
by Diane R asmussen 
Home Economics junior 
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I N RED CHINA a seventeen-year-old girl supervisor of many work-
ers in her commune tells a British journalist that "the family does 
not count any more .. . We provide all the needs." 
Production slogans are changed from "Surpass Britain in 15 years" 
to "5 years." 
The Chinese women are now finding themselves released from 
household drudgeries to add their kitchen utensils to the scrap metal 
drive, h ave their children raised in the communal nurseries, eat in 
communal mess halls, and turn their attentions away from housework 
to "such progressive tasks as road building, tree planting, and ditch 
digging," states the Chinese news. 
A Chinese worker tends his blast furnace through his wife's labor 
and names his child "Surpass Britain." 
Radio Peking announces that "the people's communes are para-
dises. Manpower and material resources are more than in heaven. 
Industry and agriculture leap forward together, and one year equals 
thousands of years in the past." 
In April of last year the first "people's commune," a single unit 
organized along military lines of 9,300 peasant families, was set up in 
Honan province in China without much fanfare. In September the 
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist party reC'Ommencled 
national acceptance of the communal system. Today we are told 99% 
of the Chinese peasants are organized into communes, and the goal is 
for 100% organization, including the cities; this would embrace nearly 
one-fourth of the human race. 
Mao Tse-tung, head of state since 1949 but now party chairman, 
has called this "a completely new basic unit of society." Life in this 
type of unit certainly is different; members live in communal bar-
racks, men and women are housed separately while children are cared 
for in the communal nurseries. Reveille comes at 5:00 a.m., for often 
20 hours per day are spent in this fantastic production race. Mass 
sports and exercises are held, and as part of the "everyone a soldier" 
movement shooting is practiced before and after each meal along with 
militia drills. 
Work brigades without definite chores are the basis of the daily 
jobs; food is eaten in communal barracks; a sock to be darned is sent 
to the sewing brigade, clothing and supplies are obtained from the 
supply depot. This efficiency of common living extends even to the 
mass graveyards where a chemical C'Onverts the bodies into fertilizer, 
and the children's brigades are busy digging up the old cemeteries so 
the bones can be used for more fertilizer while the tombstons are piled 
into walls to surround the communes. 
The workers are now being paid a small fixed monthly wage, but 
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For now on into spring, 
rendezVlous in our navy 
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bowed jacket. 5 ~o 15. 
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the program is to eliminate this and pay, in Marxist 
phraseology, "according to his needs." Each com-
mune, averaging 21,000 members apiece, is run by a 
party committee, and ultimately the goal is to do 
away with private property and private life. 
All this can be attributed to Mao's desire to put 
China into the world's number one power by utilizing 
her resource of a huge supply of peasants for state 
procluctiotn- "human masses for rapid industrial-
ization," "collective lives devoted to production" to 
put it into their words. The response in terms of pro-
duction increase has evidently been tremendous; no 
tractors were produced in 1957; 20,000 tractors were 
produced in 1958, and the 1959 goal is 200,000 trac-
tors. Last years' wheat crop surpassed that of the 
United States, and many new irrigation and clam 
projects are being completed quickly. 
However the response in terms of popular accept-
ance is not quite so positive. The leaders say this move 
to the communes was "spontaneous and unforseen by 
the State Planning Commission" though they admitted 
some uncertainty among the upper-middle class peas-
ants. Many of the young people have accepted this 
eagerly, reveling in China 's promise of world power 
in an intense wave of nationalism, and one youth 
stated "I am happy now because I have nothing to 
worry about." A couple months ago 3-6 years was the 
expected length of time necessary to bring this "true 
communism" to full development; now 15-20 years 
is expected to be required. 
The way is not all clear to this 15 to 20 year de-
velopment however. Though food production was at 
a record high, shortage has resulted in the cities be-
cause of the use of the limited trucks and trains for 
pig iron instead of agricultural product transporta-
tion. And the Central Committee itself has admitted 
two of its major trouble areas to be "uprooting o[ 
families with housing of all in separate barracks and 
unrest over wages and work with some peasants work-
ing 19-20 hours per day." 
As mentioned in Newsweek some o{ the terrifying 
predictions by George Orwell in his 1984 seem to be 
realities in Red China as explained in 1984, "In our 
world there will be no emotions except fear, rage, 
triumph, and self-abasement. Everything else we shall 
destroy ... We have cut the links between child and 
parents, and between man and man, and between 
man and woman. No one dares trust a wife or a child 
or a friend any longer. But in the future there will 
be no wives and no friends. Children will be taken 
from their mothers at birth, as one takes eggs from 
a hen." 
Seeing Things Anew 
"L eaming has been desc1·ibed as suddenly becoming 
aware of th ings we knew all the tim e. I t is thTOugh expa-
ience that we become awaTe. The familiaT becomes vital 
and individual; the unfamiliaT is no tonga stmnge and 
sepamte. As the hoTizon of ouT understanding widens, the 
woTld seems to lake on a laTgeT meaning. We see things 
anew. And we have the feeling that we knew these things 
all along - that we just needed something to bTing them 
to ou1· attention." 
-The American Friends Service Committee 
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